
To the President of the European Parliament 

To the President of the European Commission 

To the European Equality Commissioner 

To the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights 

To the President of the Italian Council of Ministers 

To the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Italian Government 

To the Italian Minister for European Affairs 

To the Italian Minister for Equal Opportunities 

 

Polish women need our help! 

The help of all the European institutions because the situation in Poland is precipitating. 

On 22 October 2020, Poland's Constitutional Tribunal has ruled that abortion due to foetal 
defects is uncostitutional. The measure comes in a climate of growing hostility towards 
women’s revendications of equal social dignity, accompanied by a significant weakening of 
the most elementary, basic guarantees of the rule of law.  All this is happening during the 
second wave of the Covid-19 crisis, a time that makes it even more difficult to express dissent, 
due to citizenry’s impossibility to move and meet. 

Despite this, women and men took to the streets peacefully to protest against the violation 
of their rights, against the prohibition of abortion even in case of fetus severe malformation.  

The Polish government sent police to crack down on protests during the march to the home 
of the leader of the nationalist party, Vice Premier Jaroslaw Kaczynski, while the next day 
another march was dissolved with tear gas. Different forms of turmoil have occurred in all the 
cities of the country. 

Since 2004, Poland has been a Member State of the European Union and, as such, bound by 
Articles 2 and 7 of the Treaty on European Union. Poland must respect “human dignity, 
freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the 
rights of persons belonging to minorities ", values that " are common to the Member States 
in a society characterized by pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and 
equality between women and men ". 

The right to voluntarily terminate a pregnancy is recognized in almost all Eu Member States 
under conditions that are much less restrictive than those now established in Poland. In 
particular, in Italy, a law on voluntary termination of pregnancy has existed for 42 years and, 
although a full guarantee and protection of its very effectiveness still appears necessary, it 
now represents an indispensable milestone of freedom and equal social dignity for women. 

The conduct of Poland in relation to the right to voluntarily terminate a pregnancy and, more 
generally, in relation to the very stability of democracy and the rule of law, appears to be 
increasingly worrying, and likely to undermine the standard of protection of fundamental 
rights required by European Union membership. In order to bring them to the European 
leaders, let’s take up the urgent appeal of Polish men and women who are asking for help 
from the European Union and make their requests our own. 



• To participate in an audition to the European Parliament; 

• To be heard by the President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen, with 
the aim of reaching an overall Eu resolution condemning what is happening in Poland; 

• To trigger international support in favor of the protests; 

• To call upon Member States to welcome Polish women who can’t exercise their legal 
right to have an abortion in their domestic hospitals (by also covering all the costs); 

• To grant economic support for women's rights associations and to allow them to 
continue their general assistance, including legal; 

• To issue a resolution to deny European funding to Member states that violate human 
rights (such as Poland). 

We also ask the Italian Government to express a clear condemnation of the declarations and 
measures adopted by the Polish Prime minister as well as to engage in bilateral diplomatic 
outreach towards the European institutions to ensure full respect of the European Union 
fundamental rights in Poland. 

 

 
Se non ora quando? - Coordinamento nazionale comitati 

D.i.Re – Donne in rete contro la violenza  

Casa internazionale delle donne 

Rete dei Telefoni Rosa 

Dalla stessa parte 

One Billion Rising 

Eve Ensler 

CGIL – Politiche di genere 

Rebel Network 

ASSIST - Associazione nazionale atlete 

Differenza donna  

Michela Marzano 

ProChoice RICA – Rete italiana contraccezione e aborto 

Effe - Rivista femminista 

Magistratura Democratica 

Noi rete donne 

BeFree Cooperativa  

GiULiA Giornaliste 



ARCI Nazionale  

Chiara Saraceno 

GenPol - Gender and Policy Insights 

Politiche di genere e Coordinamento pari opportunità UIL  

Associazione Luca Coscioni per la libertà di ricerca scientifica  

Dacia Maraini  

Avvocatura per i diritti LGBTI – Rete Lenford 

Soroptimist International d’Italia 

Ladynomics 

Donn'è - Ass. Promozione sociale 

WOMEN – Women of the Mediterranean and Eastern Europe Network 

Time for Equality 

Scosse – Soluzioni comunicative studi servizi editoriali 

Museo donne Merano 

AIDOS – Associazione italiana donne per lo sviluppo  

UDI – Unione donne in Italia  

IF – Iniziativa femminista 

Alessio Miceli, Alberto Leiss, Mario Simoncini, Domenico Matarozzo , Stefano Ciccone – Maschile 
Plurale 

Le sconfinate  

AOI – Associazione ONG italiane  

Rete per la parità APS 

Commissione Provinciale Pari Opportunità - Bolzano / Beirat für Chancengleichheit Bozen 

Estia  

Fondazione Emma Carelli 

Road to 50% 

CPO UsiGRAI  

Vita di donna 

Certi diritti  

DonneInQuota 

Le rose di Gertrude  



Donne e c.  

Comitato Dà voce al rispetto 

Redazione Gaynews.it  

NoiDonne 

DonneXDiritti 

Comitato Arcigay Agorà – Pesaro e Urbino 

Le Nove 

ALEF – Associazione Leadership e Empowerment Femminile  

ASSOLEI 

Donne in rete per la rivoluzione gentile  

Falena Blu 

Rose Rosse APS 

Intersexioni 

Vox-Diritti 

Conferenza Nazionale delle Donne Democratiche  

#datecivoce 

Ass. Diritti d’autore  

EWMD - Delegazione di Roma APS 

Donne per la difesa della società civile 

Le nove  

Agedo nazionale  

Polis aperta 

Luminaria Palermo 

Femminile Maschile Plurale APS 

Giuristi Democratici Torino 

Femministerie 

CCM Comitato Collaborazione Medica 

LAIGA - Libera Associazione Italiana Ginecologi per Applicazione legge 194 

CGIL – Nuovi diritti 

PWN Professional Women Network – Rome  



Il giusto mezzo 

EDGE – Excellence & Diversity by GLBT Executives 

Diversity Lab 

AMICA – Associazione Medici Italiani Contraccezione e Aborto 

Associazione Punto a Capo di Chivasso 

Centro Elena Cornaro per i saperi, le culture e le politiche di genere dell'Università di Padova 

International Feminists For A Gift Economy 

Consulta di bioetica Onlus 

Famiglie Arcobaleno  

Gruppo Marija Gimbutas  

Mirtille & Fragoline APS  

CNDI – Consiglio Nazionale Donne Italiane  

Donne in Rete 

ARCI MIXed APS 

Teatro dei Cinquequattrini 

Arcigay 

GIUdiT - Associazione Giuriste d’Italia 

AllOut 

Toponomastica femminile 

Silvia Cutrera - Coordinatrice FISH Gruppo donne – Federazione italiana superamento handicap 

Elisabetta Camussi – Università Milano Bicocca 

Circolo Mario Mieli 

Fondazione Nilde Iotti 

Agedo Marche 

I Sentinelli di Milano 

Gay.Net 

Senonoraquando? San Donà 

ALFI Associazione Lesbica Femminista Italiana APS  

One Billion Rising Livorno/Danzarte 

Associazione Risvolta di Matera 



ARCO 

Agedo  Torino 

Orlando  Centro delle Donne di Bologna 

 

 


